
 
District Instruction Materials Committee Minutes 
April 11, 2018 
Shoreline Center, Room D-105 

 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Maria Stevens called the District Instruction Committee Meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Amy Vujovich, Andrew Lohman, Anne Dame, Chrisy Francescutti, Margaret Cassady, Maria 

Stevens, Wendy Friedman, Linnea Rodriquez, Ron Jones, Amy McClellan 
Absent: Kari Bonallo, Kelly Flynt, Cynthia McConnelee, Therese Schmidt, Joanna Freeman, Geneva 

Norton, Dr. Tanisha Brandon-Felder 
Guest: Lisa Levy, Hillery Clark, Don Dalziel 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the January 10th meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
Review of Early Learning Material  
2.1 Creative Curriculum 
Creative Curriculum is a comprehensive, researched based curriculum that features exploration and discovery 
as a way of learning. It was submitted and presented by Director of Early Learning, Hillery Clark. It is to be 
used for Core Curriculum at Head Start/Children’s Center/ECE (Pre-K) and would fall within the Core category.  
 
Creative Curriculum is currently being used by Head Start and will be used by the Children’s Center next year. 
As we move forward with inclusion-based preschool, the ECE will eventually be using the curriculum as well. 
This curriculum supports the individualized instruction that we see in pre-school and it aligns with WaKIDS. 
Training is available and in progress, led by the Head Start Coordinator. Head Start owns Creative Curriculum 
and will help supplement the cost for anything else that needs to be purchased (related to this curriculum).  
 
Andrew Lohman moved to adopt Creative Curriculum. Margaret Cassady seconded the motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 10 votes 
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2.2 Second Step 
Second Step is a social-emotional learning program that gives students the tools to excel in and out of the 
classroom. It was submitted and presented by Director of Early Learning, Hillery Clark. It is to be used as a 
Social-Emotional piece at the ECE and would fall within the Supplemental to Core category. 
 
Second Step is currently being used by the Head Start program and is on the list of approved, effective 
curriculum from the WA State Department of Early Learning however; it has only been approved for K-6. 
Seeking committee approval to use for Early Learning (Pre-K). 
 
Amy Vujovich moved to adopt Second Step. Margaret Cassady seconded the motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 10 votes 
 

 
Review of Reading Material 
3.1 Words Their Way (Series) 
Words Their Way is a researched based, hands-on, developmentally driven approach to word study that 
illustrates how to integrate and teach phonics, vocabulary and spelling skills. It was submitted and presented 
by P-6 Literacy TOSA, Lisa Levy. It currently being used for Tier 2/ELL/ Grades K-6 and would fall within the 
Supplemental to Core category.  
 
As Words Their Way is currently being used, Lisa is seeking committee approval to legitimize the use and have 
it documented in the DIMC database. This is not a new purchase; those who are currently using the material 
will continue to do so. Those who wish to purchase this material will need to seek to allow for intervention 
funds or supplemental funds.  
 
The question was raised in the bias screening if there is representation or characters that would represent 
certain student demographics. It was determined there is not, only generic pictures of animals and/or objects 
that support the phonics component.  
 
Chrisy Francescutti moved to adopt Words Their Way. Ron Jones seconded the motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 10 votes 
 

 
Review of Health Materials 
4.1  Driving Stupid (DVD)  
4.2  The Dangers of Sugar & Salt (DVD)  
4.3  Dating for Real: Building Safe & Healthy Relationships (DVD)  
4.4  Maintaining a Healthy Heart (DVD)  
4.5  How to Say No & Really Mean It (DVD)  
4.6  Reasons for Hope, Reasons to Live: Preventing Youth Suicide (DVD)  
4.7  Cancer Update: Causes & Treatment (DVD) 



4.8  Opioids Epidemic (DVD)  
 
The submitter was not present. Additionally, the committee expressed concern discussing the videos without 
anyone having actually previewed them. The message will be communicated to the submitter. As a result, the 
item has been tabled and can be presented at the May 23rd meeting as long as someone has previewed each 
of the videos. 
 

 
Review of Health Materials 
5.1 The Great Body Shop (Series)  
The Great Body Shop is a consumable pamphlet provided for each grade level (K-6) that equips students with 
knowledge, life skills and critical thinking skills health promotion and disease prevention. It was submitted by 
Director of Athletics, Don Dalziel, and presented by Don and Cascade K-8 Principal, Chrisy Francescutti. It is 
to be used for Elementary Health/Grades K-6 and would fall within the Core category.  
 
The Great Body Shop meets common core standards as well as Washington state health and fitness 
standards. A committee made up of parents, community members, elementary school principals and district 
administrators was formed to take a look at the current elementary health curriculum. They looked at 
submissions from McGraw Hill, The Great Body Shop, and FLASH and decided on The Great Body Shop 
knowing that we could supplement FLASH for topics such as gender identity and human sexuality (which 
FLASH is best for). An outdated version (early 90’s) of The Great Body Shop is currently being used in our 
schools so it is not necessary to pilot the curriculum but it does need to be approved by the committee for 
adoption. 
 
Amy Vujovich pointed out that many of the Washington state social-emotional standards would also be 
addressed through this curriculum. It will allow us an opportunity to identify what needs still needs to be 
addressed, outside of this curriculum, so that we can meet those social-emotional standards with help from the 
counselors.  
 
The big picture is to adopt this curriculum, get a kit and have teachers on special assignment look at the 
common standards and create integrated units where we are able to hit Health, ELA & Science standards in 
the same unit, in a more efficient way. The question was raised whether the teachers will receive the kit with 
instructions on how to use the content or will it be dissected and sent to teachers accordingly? That is still to be 
determined. Anticipated purchase and push out in January 2019 at the earliest. 
 
Linnea Rodriguez moved to adopt The Great Body Shop. Margaret Cassady seconded the motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 10 votes. 

 
 
 
Adjournment: 1:51 p.m. 


